
Hello Yolanda Families!                                                              9/14/2020  
    
Like much of this year, this is not your typical ‘Welcome Back’ message. This year is going to be 
unlike any other that we’ve navigated together, and I’d like to just start out with THANK YOU. 
Thank you, to those who have reached out with questions and concerns, thank you to those 
who have reached out with excitement as we step into this new space. 
There has been a great deal of information from our district, and now it is time to share a little 
more about what that means for our school.  
 
Classrooms: 
Teachers will begin calling each family personally starting Sept. 14th to introduced themselves 
and answer any questions. 
 
SCHEDULE:  
Elementary Schedule details 
For now, grades K - 3 will begin the year in blended learning (in-person and remote). Grades 4 - 5 will 
begin the year remotely.  
K-1 will start in building instruction September 21st , grades 2-5 will begin online. 
Grade 2 will start in building instruction on September 28th, grades 3-5 will continue online. 
Grade 3 will start in building instruction on October 5th, grades 4-5 will remain online for at least the 
rest of the term. 
 
Elementary students will participate in structured learning (in-person or remotely) four days a week: 
Monday/Tuesday & Thursday/Friday. Wednesdays will be at-home learning days, with applied activities 
provided for independent learning.  
Students in K-5 will generally start their homeroom teacher time with a class meeting. They will receive 
direct instruction from their classroom teachers for at least 50 percent of the day, focusing on core 
subjects such as math, reading, writing and science. The remainder of the day will be spent in other 
activities, such as music, library, individualized learning or movement sessions. 
Sample K-5 schedule: 
 

Monday/Tuesday Wednesday Thursday/Friday 

Cohort 
1 

AM: Classroom Teacher-led 
instruction 
PM: Learning opportunities, music, 
library, movement sessions, 
individual applied learning 

Remote 
Independent 
Learning 

AM: Classroom Teacher-led 
instruction 
PM: Learning opportunities, music, 
library, movement sessions, 
individual applied learning 

Cohort 
2 

AM: Learning opportunities, music, 
library, movement sessions, 
individual applied learning 
PM: Classroom Teacher-led 
instruction 

Remote 
Independent 
Learning 

AM: Learning opportunities, 
music, library, movement sessions, 
individual applied learning 
PM: Classroom Teacher-led 
instruction 

 
All SPS students who are online (in building or SPS online) will be utilizing the same curriculum this year. 



This will allow the greatest flexibility for students who wish to move between models this year at key 
transition points. A common question from our 4th and 5th grade families has been what the difference 
between SPS Online and the Yolanda Comprehensive Distance Learning will be. 
 
 Curriculum Teacher Interaction Peer Interaction 

SPS Online Florida Virtual 
School Online 
Curriculum 

Support and regular 
check-ins by 
Springfield teacher 

Not linked to 
Yolanda Peers 

Yolanda 
Comprehensive 

Distance Learning 

Florida Virtual 
School Online 
Curriculum 

Daily, live teaching 
by a Yolanda teacher 
at a minimum of 2 
hours a day 

Daily, virtual 
interaction with peers 
in class. 

 
DEVICE/SUPPLY PICK-UP: 
Building upon lessons from last Spring, Springfield Public Schools has leveraged federal funds to 
ensure every student has access to their own technology device.  Additionally, to support 
students and families the district will be providing an at home supply starter kit for each of our 
students to begin the year.  Your student will receive this at the same time as their device. 
Yolanda has also decided to provide all in-person student supplies except personal headphones.   
 
Device pick-up will be at each student’s home school of attendance.  You can pick up your 
student’s device at Yolanda on the following days: 
 
Days: 
Wednesday, 9/16:  Any Elementary grade who has not picked up a device.  
 
Times: 
9:00-11:00 and 3:00-7:00 
 
 
 
Finally, teaching and learning in a pandemic is unprecedented for all of us. This year is going to 
require us to come together more than ever to support our students. I encourage you to never 
hesitate to reach out to us with any questions. There is a great deal of information, and moving 
parts, and we would always rather help solve the puzzle collaboratively. 
 
Thank you for your support, we’re going to make this year great! 
 
Mr. Jeff Butler 
Principal 
Yolanda Elementary School Principal 
 
 


